
                                   
To the Department of Planning & Environment, 
 
I write to object to the Crows Nest Sydney Metro Site Rezoning Proposal. My objections are as 
follows: 
 
1. I object in principle to the over-riding of Council planning controls - and in particular I object 

to the inconsistency of this specific proposal with North Sydney Council’s ‘Placemaking and 
Principles Study for Crows Nest’. 

 
2. I object to the height and mass of the proposed buildings. A substantial portion of the 

rezoning proposal is to allow for high density residential development at the site. Residential  
towers of this size are not needed to meet Crows Nest’s requirements for increased 
residential stock to meet Greater Sydney Commission growth projections. The area is 
already ahead of the 2021 targets, plus has several large residential towers already 
approved or under construction. An oversupply of dense residential dwellings is not of any 
social or economic benefit to the community.  

 
3. I object to the blatant attempt in the DRAFT St Leonards Crows Nest Plan 2036 to create a 

high rise corridor down the Pacific Highway, including this Metro Rezoning proposal. This 
disregards the objective of protecting the ‘village atmosphere’ of Crows Nest and ruins any 
ability to transition from the tower developments to the surrounding suburbs.  

 
4. The height and density proposed in the DRAFT St Leonards Crows Nest Plan 2036 (which 

includes this rezoning proposal) lacks community support, and it would be a complete 
disregard for community concerns to have reference to the height and density envisaged in 
the DRAFT St Leonards Crows Nest Plan 2036 when assessing the context and 
appropriateness of the current Rezoning Proposal.  

 
5. The proposed scale and build form of the development would result in significant over-

shadowing on to the surrounding streets, particularly from Five Ways along Willoughby 
Road up to Ernest Place.   

 
6. The proposed increase in building height and new FSR controls will simply set a new 

precedent for developments in the surrounding area. Crows Nest and St Leonards cannot 
sustain any further high density developments without accompanying infrastructure such as 
better traffic management, increased access to education and health services, and more 
community amenities and green open space. Until such time as there are concrete 
proposals to upgrade infrastructure in the St Leonards and Crows Nest area, rezoning 
proposal of this scale should be rejected.   

 
7. I object to the Metro element being excised from the discussion on the broader ‘St Leonards 

and Crows Nest Plan’. It is at the discretion of the rail line builders whether they make the 
over station design an integral part of, or a completely separate discussion to, the design of 
the underground station: this is not some fixed feature of railway or building construction. It 
is purely a convenient commercial choice by them at this stage. 

 
 


